PHRASE IN IELTS SPEAKING: 5 COMMON TOPICS

TOPIC 1: FAMILY

Examples Phrases Meanings
big family gia dinh 16n
| com,e from a big family. small family gia dinh nhé
Toi dén tur mot dai gia dinh.
| come from a small family. come from dén tur
T6i dén tor mot gia dinh nhé.
was thi qué khr cda "am/ is"
| was one of 5 siblings. only child con moét, con d6c nhat
Toi la mét trong ndm anh chj em.
I was an only child. sibling anh/ chi em rudt

T6i la con mét.

There was a lot of sibling rivalry in my family.
Gia dinh téi c6 rdt nhiéu si ganh dua gitta anh
chiem.

sibling rivalry

mau thuan, ganh dua gitra
anh chj em

There are 5 of us in my family: Parents,
grandmother, sister and me. We are an
extended family.

Gia dinh tbi c6 5 ngudi: B6 me, ba ngogi, chi gdi
va tbi. Chung toi la gia dinh nhiéu thé hé.

extended family

gia dinh nhiéu thé hé

nuclear family

gia dinh tiéu chuan (bé me
va con cai)

My brother and | are like 2 peas in a pod.
Anh trai va téi rdt gibng nhau.

be like 2 peas in a pod

rat giong nhau

My brother and | are like chalk and cheese.
Anh trai va téi hoan toan khdc nhau.

be like chalk and cheese

rat khadc nhau

We have our ups and downs.
Chung téi ldc thi hoa thudn, ldc thi cai nhau.

ups and downs

lic thé nay, luc thé kia

We don't always see eye to eye.
Chung toi khéng phdi lic nao ciing thudn tinh
hop y.

see eye to eye = agreed

dongy, thuany

Sometimes, we fall out but we make up.
Thi thodng, chung t6i cdi nhau réi lam lanh.

fall out




Examples

Phrases

Meanings

make up

[am lanh

toi rdt gan bé, khdng khit.

We sometimes have our differences but we
are a close family/ tightly knit family.
Déi khi ching tbi bat hdoa nhung gia dinh chung

close family = tightly knit
family

gan bo khang khit

have your differences

c6 su bat hoa

| love my family to bits.
Toi rdt yéu gia dinh toi.

to bits (= very much)

rat nhiéu

As a parent, | try not to be overprotective.

T6i nhin gibng bo toi.

I am the spitting image of my mother.

La cha me, tbi c6 gang khéng bdo vé con qud overprotective bao vé qua mu
murc.
| don't want to spoil my children. , . \ .
o Lo . spoil lam hong, lam hu
T6i khbng mudbn lam hu con minh.
bon con tan miéng (dé

| try not to spoon feed them. i . ’ g(
151 ¢6 eéine khong bén cho con &n spoon feed tranh khién con bj phu

i .

sang fnong thudc khi an)

| look like my father. look like tréng giéng (vé ngoai hinh)

the spitting image of

rat giong ai dé

Téi la hinh dnh phdn chiéu cda me. someone
| take after my father. .
o Y take after giong (vé tinh cach)
Tinh toi y hét bé.
My parents brought me up with good values.
Y paren’s I M fp Wi 00¢ ¥ . |bring up nuoi dudng
Ba me nubi day toi I6n khon véi nhiéu bai hoc gid tri.
My parents passed away.
P X p . y pass away qua 4doi
Ba me t6i mat roi.
TOPIC 2: WORK
Example Phrases Meanings
| think | am a good fit for this job. a good fit su phu hop
T6i nghi minh rdt phu hop vdi cong viéc nay.
a good match su phu hgp




Example

Phrases

Meanings

This job suits me down to the ground.
Cbng viéc nay hoan hdo doi vdi toi.

suit down to the ground (=
perfect)

hoan hao, cuc ky pht hgp

| think this job ties in well with my future
plans.

T6i nght céng viéc nay gan lién vdi ké hoach
tuong lai ctia minh.

ties in well with

gan lién, két noi

I'm excited to showcase my skills.
Toi rdit hao hung dé thé hién ki ndng cia minh.

showcase my skills

thé hién ky nang

I'm eager to make a contribution.
T6i rdt néng long dugc cbng hién.

make a contribution

céng hién

eager

nhiét huyét, néng long

I'm sure | could bring a lot to this job.
Toi tin chdc minh cé thé mang lai nhiéu diéu cho
cbng viéc nay.

bring a lot

dem lai nhiéu diéu

| never shy away from hard work.
To6i khéng ngai viéc khé.

shy from hard work

ngai viéc kho

I've landed a job!
T6i duoc nhén viéc roi!

land a job (= get a job)

c6 viéc lam

I'm responsible for setting the marketing
goals.
Toi phu trdch dat muc tiéu marketing.

be responsible for

phu trach, chiu trach nhiém
cho cai gi

I'm in charge of marketing.
T6i phu trach méng marketing.

be in charge of

phu trach gi do

It's down to me to set our marketing goals.
Ra muc tiéu marketing la nhiém vy cua toi.

It's down to me to (= it's my
responsibility)

[a tréch nhiém cda toi

I'm snowed under with work.
T6i ngap dau trong cong viéc.

be snowed under with work

nhiéu viéc phai lam

I'm up to my neck in deadline.
T6i sdp qud han chét roi.

deadline

han chét

up to my neck

sap qua han (y la deadline nhu
muc nudc dang dén co)

| work overtime to make ends meet.
TOi tdng ca dé co thém tién thdng nay.

make ends meet

c6 du tién song trong khoang
thai gian ngan

I'm stuck in a rut.

stuck in a rut (= in a bad

& trong hoan canh toi té




Example

Phrases

Meanings

T6i dang trong hoan cdnh té hai.

situation)

I'm not realising my potential.
T6i khéng con nhd@n ra tiém ndng cia minh nira
roi!

not realising my potential (=
don't have the chance to use
talents)

khong dugc thé hién tai nang

| want to make a career change.

e gl .y make a career change déi nghé
T6i muén doéi nganh nghé khdc.
It's time to move on to a new challenge. o
L ) . o move on budc tiép
Dén luc budc sang thur thdch mdi roi.
TOPIC 3: FREE TIME
Examples Phrases Meanings

| get up to a lot of things.
T6i lam rdt nhiéu thu.

get up to (= do)

lam viéc gi do

| like to do yoga.
Téi thich tdp yoga.

like to do (= enjoy)

thich lam gi do (vé sd thich, thoi
quen, mét lya chon)

| like doing yoga.

like doing (= enjoy)

thich lam gi d6 (vé sé thich)

Toi thich tap yoga.
I'm fond of playi id .
T o,n ° F_)é{/mg,w eo games be fond of thich
T6i thich choi dién tur.
I'm into playi id .
i playing video games be into thich, quan tam

T6i thich choi dién ttr.

I'm passionate about playing video games.
T6i dam mé choi dién to.

be passionate about

dam mé, rat thich

| dabble in cooking.
T6i tdp tanh ndu dn.

dabble in

tap tanh (khong c6 dinh)

| play the piano, but I'm just an aficionado.
To6i choi piano, nhung téi choi khong gidi Iam.

an aficionado

mot ai d6 lam diéu gi cho vui

| paint whenever I can.
Toi vé bat ctr khi ndo t6i cé thé.

whenever | can

bat clr khi nao co thé (= very often)

| paint as often as | can.
T6i vé nhiéu nhdt c6 thé.

as often as | can

nhiéu nhat c6 thé




Examples

Phrases

Meanings

| don't paint as much as | would like.
T6i khéng vé nhiéu du tbi rdt thich.

as much as | would like

khéng dd nhiéu

| recently took up walking.
Gan day toi bat déu di bo.

take up a hobby (= start a
hobby)

bat dau mdt sd thich

| decided to have a go at dancing.
T6i dd quyét dinh thar hoc nhdy.

have a go (= try)

thir cai gi d6 mdéi

| decided to try my hand at writing.
T6i dd quyét dinh thar hoc nhdy.

try my hand

nhung tay vao, th(r cdi gi méi (hoat

déng cé str dung tay)

I've been painting for donkey's years.
Tir lGu t6i da ve roi.

donkey's year (= for a long
time)

trong mot thai gian dai

| find that it helps me get into shape.

T6i phdt hién ra né6 gitip toi c6 véc ddng cdn doi.

find

phat hién ra

getinto shape

c6 véc dang can doi

It allows me to meet up with friends.

Viéc do cho t6i duoc gdp go ban be.

allow to do

cho phép ai, giup ai (Igi ich)

meet up with friends

gap g ban be

It's really a great stress buster.
Viéc dé gidp toi gidm cdng thang.

stress buster

viéc gi d6 gilip gidm cang thang

TOPIC 4: HOMETOWN

Examples

Phrases

Meanings

| was born and bred in Viethnam.
T6i sinh ra va I6n 1én & Viét Nam.

be born and bred

sinhrava lén lén

| was raised in Hanoi.
T6i I6n 1én & Ha N6i.

be raised

I&n 1én

I've been living here for odd 25 years.

T6i dd & ddy khodng 25 ndm roi.

have been living

da va dang & (dau)

25 odd years

khoang 25 nam

It's a pretty small city.
D6 la mot thanh phé khd nhd.

pretty (= fairly)

hoi, kha




Examples Phrases Meanings
It's a sprawling city.
Lo pA . g )f o sprawling rong Ién
D6 la mot thanh phé rdt rong.
It's on the coast. S
e e on the coast trén bd bién
N6 o trén bo bién.
It's located in a rural area. . R
PR . . rural area vung qué
N6 ndm o ving nbng thén.
It's a small town in the suburbs of Ho Chi
Minh city. g
s Ay L 2 o A . . |suburbs ngoai 6 (ria thanh phd)
D4 la mot thi trdn nhd & ngoai 6 gidp thanh phé
H6 Chi Minh.
It's in/ on the outskirts of the city. . A o .
outskirts ngoai 6 (bén ngoai thanh pho)

NG ndm & viing ngoai 6 thanh phé

It sits in the green belt.
NG c6 rdt nhiéu vang xanh.

the green belt

khu vuc bdo tén vung "xanh"
(nudc, rung...)

It's famous for its food.
NG néi tiéng bdi db dn thirc udng.

famous for (= well-known)

ndi, dugc biét dén bdi ci gi

Tourists flock there to see Hue imperial city.

L e s ax ) . [flock dé ve

Du khdch dé vé do dé tham quan cung dinh Hué.
Visitors are drawn by the Golden Bridge. be drawn b bi kéo V&, bj thu hut (bdi phong
Du khdch bj thu hut béi Cau Vang. y canh/ hoat dong nao dd)
The most prominent landmark is Ha Long Bay. . S .

, P P, prominent noi tieng, rat quan trong
Phong cdnh nbi tiéng nhdt la Vinh Ha Long.
It's a fairly anonymous place. . s xR

anonymous it nguoi biét dén, an danh

D6 la mét noi khd @n danh.

It's nothing to write home about.
N6 khoéng cé gi ddc biét ca.

It's nothing to write home
about (= normal)

binh thudng, khong dac sac

. . tend to €6 xu hudng
Locals tend to go shopping and eat out in
numerous restaurants.
Nguoi dan dia phuong cé xu hudng di mua sém  |eat out an & ngoai
va dn uéng & nhiéu nha hang.
The local people are friendly and welcoming. i .
friendly than thién

Ngudi dia phuong rdt than thién va chao dén.




Examples Phrases Meanings
welcoming c&i mé&, chao don
A lot of people work in the farming industry.
Rdt nhiéu nguoi lam viéc trong linh vuc nbng work in l[am viéc trong (Iinh vyrc)

nghiép.

It's a pedestrian-friendly place because it has
a lot of green parks and roads along the
riverbank.

D4 la mot noi thdn thién véi ngudi di b vi ¢
nhiéu cbng vién xanh va nhiing con dudong doc b&
song.

pedestrian-friendly

pht hop dé di bd

New tall buildings have cropped up all over
the city.

Nhitng toa nhd cao tang mdi moc Ién khap thanh
pho.

crop up

xudt hién, moc |én

TOPIC 5: HOME AND ACCOMMODATION

Examples

Phrases

Meanings

Students may be living in rented

rented accommodation

noi & thué

accommodation or renting a room in a
house.

Hoc sinh, sinh vién cé thé & nha thué hodc thué
phong trong mét ngbi nha.

renta room

thué phong

| live in student digs.
T6i & trong mdt cdn phong thué.

digs (= lodgings)

g thué

On

ch

I live in a really comfy flat.

Hang xém rdt 6n do!

L L comfy flat can ho thoai mai, réng rai
T6i s6ng trong mot can ho thodi mdi.
A really cosy flat . . .
T, cosy am cung (nhung thudng nho)
Mot can hé rdt 6m cung
It's a bit of a cramped flat. A S LA 2
o cramped chat hep va khéng thoai mai
D6 la mét can ho hoi chat choi.
The neighbours are so noisy! . N
noisy 6n ao




Examples

Phrases

Meanings

What I really like is my bedroom, it's cosy.
Thur téi thuc sur thich la phdng ngd, né rdt Gm
cung.

What | really like is...

thar téi thuc sy thich la...

It has an open plan kitchen. Fumes and
smoke can come into the living room.

NG c6 mét khu bép md c6 cdy xanh. Khéi bép cé
thé bay vao phong khdch.

an open plan kitchen

khu bép mé& co cay xanh (nhin ra
vuon)

It has a master bedroom and an ensuite
bathroom.

Nha téi c6 phong ngd 16n va phong tam riéng
trong phong.

master bedroom

phong ngl chinh, rong I6n va c6
vi tri dep

ensuite bathroom

phong tdm riéng (thuong canh
phong ngu)

My living room is full of contrasting colours
with decorations and ornaments on the
bookshelves.

Phong khdch cda téi tran ngdp mau sdc tuong

contrasting colours

mau sac tuong phan

phdn vdi nhiing su b6 tri cGu ky va phu kién ornament do trang tri

trang tri'trén gid sach. ) su trang tri (tranh anh, den dém,
decoration N

cay xanh)...
There's a rug on a tiled floor. s Lo .
o , o rug tham (trang tri gira phong)

C6 mot tdm tham trén san ldt gach.

My house has carpet in the cold winter. " thadm trai san (toan b nén gach,
carpe

Nha tbi c6 trdi thdm vao mua déng lanh gid.

meém va am)

It's a well-lit room with a French window.
D6 la mot cdn phong sdng sta véi clra s6 kiéu
Phdp.

a well-lit room

mot can phong ngap tran anh
sang

It was on the 20th floor of a high-rise
building.
NG ndm trén tdng 20 ctia mét toa nha cao tang.

high-rise building

tda nha cao tang

Where | live now is not as spacious as before
and if truth be told, it's a little cramped.
Noi t6i & bdy gio khdng réng rdi nhur truéc va
néu ndi that thi cé chdit chdt choi.

if the truth be told

thd thuc, ndi that thi




Examples

Phrases

Meanings

It had a lot more modcons than we have now.
NG tirng c6 nhiéu tién nghi hon bdy gio.

modcons (= modern comforts)

tién nghi hién dai (tivi, may
giat,...)




